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Over the past 75 years, gays and lesbians have experienced tremendous social change in America.

Gay and lesbian culture, once considered a twilight world that could not be spoken of in daylight,

has become today's rainbow families, marriage equality victories, and record-breaking pride

celebrations. For a medium-size Rust Belt city with German Protestant roots, Milwaukee was an

unlikely place for gay and lesbian culture to bloom before the Stonewall Riots. However, Milwaukee

eventually had as many--if not more--known LGBT gathering places as Minneapolis or Chicago,

ranging from the back rooms of the 1960s to the video bars of the 1980s to the guerrilla gay bars of

today.
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"When author Michail Takach pitched us his history book LGBT Milwaukee, we agreed politely to

look at it. Then we saw the wonderful photos and read the beautifully researched and very moving

text. The book, consisting mostly of photos and detailed captions, takes us from the bad old days of

the deep closet to drag queens most glorious, to mega-discos, and beyond. With over 150 images,

many never before seen, the rich LGBT history of Milwaukee comes alive." The Advocate

As a lifelong Milwaukeean, Michail Takach became fascinated with its nightlife culture, venues, and

neighborhoods at a young age and has committed himself to researching and documenting those

stories not told in history books. As the communications director for Milwaukee Pride, Inc., Takach



has supported the ongoing celebration of LGBT culture and community through education,

outreach, and advocacy since 2010. In partnership with award-winning historian Don Schwamb of

the Wisconsin LGBT History Project, Takach seeks to make the story of LGBT Milwaukee

accessible, visible, and portable for future generations before it is too late.

Excellent work! I thought I knew a lot about Milwaukee lgbt history because I've lived 35 years of it,

but this book gave me tons of background from before my time and nostalgia for time and places

from my past. And the picture of the guy (Jeff) on the cover is amazing.

good review of LGBT Milwaukee a reminder of what has past,a reminder of the fun times I had in

the 70's.

Brings back so many memories

Interesting look at the history of Milwaukee's LGBT community, and wonderful pictures.
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